Thanksgiving

I love Thanksgiving. First of all, it's a time to slow down, gather with friends and family, and reflect on the blessings we've received—including the creamy mashed potatoes, moist turkey, and tart cranberry sauce devoured around the table. Plus, Thanksgiving ushers in the Christmas season. In fact, it's the best part of the Christmas season: excitedly decorating, leisurely hunting for gifts, and seeing the first snowfall. 
But let's be honest. After the sparkle of that first snowfall turns to slippery ice, negotiations of holiday events begin with family, and you realize all the shopping, cooking, and cleaning you have to do, the Christmas season can slip from the joyful hope you felt at Thanksgiving to an exhausting and overwhelming nightmare.
Many countries celebrate a “thanksgiving” being centered on the harvest of the year.  In Canada the origin of the first Thanksgiving in Canada goes back to the explorer Martin Frobisher, who had been trying to find a northern passage to the Pacific Ocean. Frobisher's Thanksgiving celebration was not for harvest, but in thanks for surviving the long journey from England through the perils of storms and icebergs. On his third and final voyage to these regions in 1578 Frobisher held a formal ceremony in Frobisher Bay in Baffin Island to give thanks to God and in a service ministered by the preacher Robert Wolfall they celebrated Communion.

In the United States, the modern Thanksgiving holiday tradition traces its origins to a 1621 celebration at Plymouth in present-day Massachusetts. There is also evidence for an earlier celebration on the continent by Spanish explorers in Texas at San Elizario in 1598, as well as thanksgiving feasts in the Virginia Colony. 
The Pilgrims were religious dissidents who fled oppression in England. They went first to the Netherlands and then left the country to establish a colony in North America. The Pilgrims landed in 1620 in what later became known as Plymouth, Massachusetts. Their voyage across the Atlantic Ocean was difficult. Their first months in America were difficult, too. About 100 Pilgrims landed just as autumn was turning to winter. During the cold months that followed, about half of them died.

When spring came, the Pilgrims began planting crops. A Native American Indian named Squanto helped them. When summer ended, the Pilgrims had a good harvest of corn and barley. Some vegetables had grown poorly. Yet there was enough food to last through the winter.

 While initially, the Plymouth colony did not have enough food to feed half of the 102 colonists, the Wampanoag Native Americans helped the Pilgrims by providing seeds and teaching them to fish. The practice of holding an annual harvest festival like this did not become a regular affair in New England until the late 1660s.  According to historians while they were staying in Leiden the Pilgrims may have been influenced by watching the annual services of Thanksgiving for the relief of the siege of Leiden in 1574.  They thanked their God for the success of the harvest. Tradition says the first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621 by Pilgrim settlers from England. There is evidence that settlers in other parts of America held earlier Thanksgiving celebrations. But the Pilgrims' Thanksgiving story is the most popular.
The Pilgrims decided to hold a celebration to give thanks for their harvest. Writings from that time say Pilgrim leader William Bradford set a date late in the year. He invited members of a nearby Indian tribe to take part. That Thanksgiving celebration lasted three days.

The Pilgrims did not plan to establish a yearly Thanksgiving holiday. But as the American colonies grew, Thanksgiving or harvest celebrations were held in many towns and settlements. Finally, in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln declared the 4th Thursday in November as a national holiday of Thanksgiving. At that time, the United States was fighting a civil war. President Lincoln liked the idea of a Thanksgiving holiday that would also celebrate national unity. Since then, the United States has always celebrated the Thanksgiving holiday.
In all the instances of the celebration of thanksgiving, from all the countries, they all have one thing in common – they gave thanks to God for providing for them.  From safe passage, to a plentiful harvest, and to the first European settlers in America gathered their crops in celebration of life. 

We all have something that we can be thankful for and have a thanksgiving.  From health conditions, work situations, relationships, spouses, family, children, near death experiences, financial stability, the countries we live in, and the list goes on and on.  Some of these may be particular to you and they may not.  You probably have many other circumstances that you can be thankful for.

God gave us a gift that – regardless if we want it or not – we should always be thankful for, Christ’s death on a cross.  Some of the scripture verses that focus around thanksgiving are:

2 Corinthians 4:15
13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
Philippians 4:4-6
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
1 Timothy 2:1-6
1 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time.
1 Timothy 4:4-5
4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.
1 Corinthians 10:15-17

15 I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?  And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?  17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.
This is the best part of Thanksgiving because of Christ’s sacrifice we are all part of one body, a family, and we share collectively in that, which we are called.  Let’s not forget what we have been given and the blessing God has poured out for us and not get distracted by other events in our lives.
Let us pray and give thanks to God for the blessing he has bestowed on us and through Christ’s sacrifice for us on the cross.  
