The Thorn in Our Side

2 Corinthians 12

Paul’s Vision and His Thorn

1 I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted to tell. 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
In the beginning section there is debate whether he is talking of Christ, himself, or some other individual.  Visions were used throughout the Bible for God in impart some guidance, direction, or knowledge to individuals like here in Paul’s description.  What is Paul talking about in this verse?  
What is this thorn?  Is his thorn a physical thorn?  He does reference that he asks God three times to remove it indicating a physical entity but could have been something like a migraine or other ailment.

What does his thorn help him to do?  Paul states that the thorn keeps him from becoming conceited.

What is your thorn?  I think one of mine is my migraines.  What does our thorn help keep us from?
Can we have more than one?

1. Boast in Christ!

2 Corinthians 10 

New International Version (NIV)

12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our boasting to the sphere of service God himself has assigned to us, a sphere that also includes you. 14 We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. 15 Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our sphere of activity among you will greatly expand, 16 so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in someone else’s territory. 17 But, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

2. Boast of your weaknesses!

Hebrews 4:14-16
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus the Great High Priest

 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

3. Delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties!
James 1

New International Version (NIV)

Trials and Temptations

 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

When I am weak, then I am strong.  What does this mean in reference to the above?  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

When we recognize our weaknesses and work with them we glorify God as we show His power through them.  We should not be afraid, concerned, embarrassed, or conceited (as Paul was) in our weaknesses but realize that God uses them to show others His power, His sovereignty, His love for everyone.
