Godliness- Devotion in Action

Introduction

What is Godliness? (Answer the question in the context of each passage below)

1 Timothy 4.8, Titus 2.11-13, 2 Peter 3.10-12

Godliness is not an option but a duty and a privilege for every Christian today.

2 Peter 1.3 – God has given us all we need to live Godly lives, the rest is up to us

How can you tell a Godly person?  What are the marks of a Godly person?

Godliness = Devotion in Action!

Enoch:

· Gen 5.21 - Walked with God (Devotion)

· Heb 11 - Pleased God (Character)

Important!

· When we try to develop Godly character without developing devotion to God – it is impossible to do

· If we try to please Him without walking with Him – it is impossible to do

Devotion to God is the foundation and source of godly character.

· Write a sentence to describe how you feel about your devotion to God.

Devotion to God

· Our concept of God and relationship with Him determine our conduct – Why?

· Sin in our lives has its roots in lack of devotion to God – Do you agree? – Why?

Three aspects of Devotion to God:

1. Fear of God

2. Love of God

3. Desire for God

1. Fear of God – Acts 9.31

· Ph 2.12 – God’s judgement

· Rev 1.17



Fear = Revere; Venerate; Honour; in Awe of God

We are to fear God because of his Majesty & Holiness not just because of his judgement and wrath.

· Are you good at viewing/seeing God like this? Or do you easily focus on His love, mercy, grace?

Revelation 15.3-4 – Read, Study, Meditate and Pray through this passage

A healthy awestruck fear of God leads us to the right concept of God, which will lead us to right conduct for God.  When we understand/see God in His infinite holiness, it will lead us to a deeper devotion to Him.

1. Look for the majesty of God in Bible study

2. Bow/kneel in prayer (worship)

3. Be mindful of God and His standards throughout the day

2. Love of God 
Study the following passages

1 John 4:19
2 Corinthians 5:14
Ps 130.3-4

God is to be worshipped with reverence and awe because of His love and forgiveness

The Christian life is one of striving to continually grow in our comprehension of God’s love

· To understand Calvary more clearly

· To personalise the Cross to ourselves

· To grow in awareness of our sins and gratitude for the enormity of debt paid (1 Tim 1.15-18)

With a Fear of God & Understanding of the Love of God, these lead us to a Desire for God
3. Desire for God

Who has had a great desire for God in the Bible? 

David - Ps 42; 27.4; 63.1

He had a deep yearning to always know God more; to want to always be in his presence

· Does this level of devotion challenge you?

· We can be busy serving God – “Busy for God”

· We can have ‘Quiet times’, with our routines and prayer lists

But David had a deep longing for God, to deeply enjoy God’s fellowship

Rev 3.20 – Laodicea – distant from Jesus – invites to have eat/fellowship Him

· God dwells within us – Yet are we always aware of HHHHHHHHHHHKHKJHKJHKJHKJHJKBKJHKJHKHikhoihoihHis presence?
· He has made his home with us – Yet does He always feel at home?
Pray to have a daily desire, a daily longing to be in constant fellowship with Him

Godliness - Devotion in Action 

This then is the beginning of Godliness… To be Devoted to God

i. Fear of God - Attitude of reverence and awe of God

i. Coupled with deep personal awareness of the Love of God
ii. Produces an intense Desire for the One who is:

1. So Holy yet so Forgiving

2. So Majestic yet so Merciful

As you study this out, please consider your own devotion to God think about your:

1. Fear of God
2. Your awareness of the Love of God
3. Your daily Desire for God
Remember God has given us everything we need, we just need to go too him first…

