29SEP2013 Cambridge Sunday Service Notes

COMMUNION

Shared by Chris Michelson

Chris shared about how; when we diet or exercise we are more likely to succeed if we make incremental changes and achieve small and regular victories - we see progress. However, if we don't make little changes we can become overwhelmed and discouraged. This is also true of spiritual growth.

James 4:1-10

1 From where are conflicts and from where are quarrels among you? Is it not from this, from your pleasures that wage war among your members? 2 You desire and do not have; you murder and are filled with envy, and are not able to obtain; you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, in order that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

4 Adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that in vain the scripture says, “The spirit which he caused to dwell in us desires jealously”? 6 But he gives greater grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

7 Therefore subject yourselves to God. But resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded! 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your﻿ joy to gloominess. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

It is really important to be aware of our motives when we seek things or ask for things. 

Chris shared about a Christmas when he wasn't grateful for his presents - so this spoiled his Christmas Day because he was resentful of other family members because of what they received, and resentful of his parents who hadn't bought what he had asked for. As a result, his mother wanted to please Chris so went and bought the expensive gift he had really wanted - but Chris was still not grateful and didn't enjoy it and hardly used it.

If we ask God with the wrong motives we rob ourselves of the joy that comes from having a grateful heart. If we go after things for selfish reasons, we wont really enjoy the fruit of our actions. This can be applied to the temptations that we face to keep up with the Jones's - so, rather than impulse buy, wait and see if we really need something. This also applies to the balance between getting a well paid job and being available to our family.

When we humble ourselves to God, it helps us with controlling our motivations. God will strengthen us, guide us, lift us up and provide for us.

MESSAGE: WHEN WE ARE FEW IN NUMBER
Shared by Wil Horwood 

(based partly on a lesson by Mohan Nanjundan to the London ministry staff on 24th September 2013).

Acts 18:1-18

1 After these things he departed from Athens and﻿ went to Corinth. 2 And he found a certain Jew ⌊named⌋ Aquila, ⌊a native⌋ of Pontus who had arrived recently from Italy ⌊along with⌋ Priscilla his wife, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to depart from Rome, and﻿ he went to them. 3 And because he was practicing the same trade, he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he argued in the synagogue every Sabbath, attempting to persuade both Jews and Greeks. 

5 Now when both Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began to be occupied with the message, solemnly testifying to the Jews that the Christ﻿ was Jesus. 

6 And when﻿* they resisted and reviled him, he shook out his﻿ clothes and﻿ said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am guiltless! From now on I will go to the Gentiles!” 7 And leaving there, he entered into the house of someone ⌊named⌋ Titius Justus, a worshiper﻿ of God whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 And Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord together with his whole household. And many of the Corinthians, when they﻿ heard about it, believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul by a vision in the night, “Do not be afraid, but speak and do not keep silent, 10 because I am with you and no one will attack you to harm you, because many people are mine in this city.” 11 So he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

12 Now when﻿ Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews rose up with one purpose against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat, 13 saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law!” 14 But when﻿ Paul was about to open his﻿ mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it was some crime or wicked villainy, O Jews, ⌊I would have been justified in accepting⌋ your complaint. 15 But if it is questions concerning a word and names and ⌊your own law⌋, see to it﻿ yourselves! I do not wish to be a judge of these things.” 16 And he drove them away from the judgment seat. 17 So they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and﻿ began beating﻿ him﻿ in front of the judgment seat. And none of these things was a concern to Gallio. 

18 So Paul, after﻿ remaining many days longer, said farewell to the brothers and﻿ sailed away to Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila. He shaved his﻿ head at Cenchrea, because he had taken a vow.

Context to Acts 18

Paul and Priscilla and Aquila are a mini mission team to Corinth - very worldly, affluent, influential city.

• Not a mission team designed by man, or sent by men

• God brings Paul, Priscilla and Aquila together

• Silas and Timothy join them later

Corinth is a worldly and wealthy city much like Cambridge in many ways.

• Multiple belief systems due to being a multi-cultural centre for trade

• Liberal sexual morality

• Very wealthy

Paul isn't arriving with lots of recent mission planting success: 

• Paul loses his long term missionary partner, Barnabas, and chooses Silas and Timothy as his replacements (Acts 15:36-16:5)

• Holy Spirit prevents them from preaching in several locations (Acts 16:6-8)

• Only able to stay in Philippi a few days (Acts 16:11-40)

   - converted Lydia

   - arrested, whipped publicly and put in prison

   - convert jailer and his household

   - told to leave by city officials

• Cause a riot in Thessalonica - they attempted to arrest him - forced to flee at night (Acts 17:1-10)

• Bereans of more noble character 

   - but men from Thessalonica stir up the crowd 

   - Paul flees alone 

   - Silas & Timothy to catch up when they can

• Brief visit to Athens 

   - alone because Silas and Timothy don't arrive yet

   - some people believe

• When Paul arrives in Corinth 

   - still alone at first

   - he had to make tents to support himself

   - unexpected blessing of Priscilla and Aquila being there as well

• When Silas & Timothy arrive - maybe they brought funds, or worked to support Paul full-time. 

Priscilla & Aquila 

• Thrown out of Rome due to a Imperial decree

• Also arriving after a time of pain and some defeat

Maybe he had made a Nazarite vow to build his faith and didn't cut his hair since leaving Berea, which could explain why he shaves his head when he leaves Corinth. 

We have much in common with their little unexpected mission team - we are all few in number in our towns:

• Three near Huntingdon

• Two in Bedford

• Two in Stanford

• Two in Haverhill

• Two in Soham

• Two in Cambridge

First point: When we are few in number - do the best you can

Whether full time or part time - do the best that you can with what you have and with the opportunities that God gives us. 

Paul had been kicked out of cities - bruised and battered. 

Priscilla and Aquila had been kicked out of Rome. They still did what they could. 

How can we support each other to do what we can? How many of us: 

• Meet people but forget to follow. 

• Need help to share our faith.

• Know people but avoid explaining our faith. 

• Need a prayer night to support us to pray through our friends and contacts. 

• Need help organising evangelising.  

• Need support to achieve the full use of the word of God: teaching, correcting, rebuking, training. 

• Need to be persuadable... 

• ...and also to be persuasive (as opposed to not trying to be persuasive). 

When support came - Paul was exclusively committed to preaching and teaching.

A key to doing our best with what we have, and with the opportunities that God gives us is to use our time wisely. 

Time management tips:

1. Two minute tasks - quick communication 

   - if you can respond in 2 mins then do it (phone, text, email, facebook etc.)

   - if you can't then still respond to acknowledge a message

2. Small projects - 1.5-3 hours tasks. Uninterrupted tasks 

   - studies

   - d-times 

   - lesson and worship preparation 

3. Future investments - big projects 

   - good to invest time in future 

   - no time now but record ideas to action later 

   - put slot in diary to avoid never starting big projects

4. Worthy of someone else - someone must do this but I can't do it myself

   - Apostles appointed men full of Holy Spirit to wait on tables

   - Sharing the load in the church 

Key is often having a great morning:

• Jesus prayed early

Another key is using the tools available to us:

• Have a quiet time with each other in the morning - can be over phone

   - Vicky & Julie had d-times over the phone 

   - Horwood's and Clark's have had skype d-times

Second point: When we are few in number - push on open doors and God will open the rest

Acts 18:6-17

Paul is forced out of the Synagogue.

• He needs to go to the Gentiles

• He goes to a believing Gentile, Titius Justus, who lives next door to the Synagogue 

• But then manages to convert the Synagogue ruler, Crispus, and his whole household

Why wasn't he able to convert Crispus while he went to the Synagogue?

We don't always get to the destination that God is taking us to in a straight line.

Paul would be forgiven to assume that the door to converting Jews in Corinth had closed.

What doors have we stopped believing are open in our towns and in Cambridge?

When we decided to focus on Cambridge we had faith God would do something, but we couldn't see what it would be.

Vicky came along at first simply because her daughter heard there was a Cambridge church again. Now she is our sister in Christ - how encouraging that is.

Later, when the Jews try to arrest Paul, they end up beating up the Synagogue ruler Sosthenese.

• Who is Sosthenese - we thought Crispus was the Synagogue ruler?

• Maybe Crispus was thrown out when he became a disciple?

• Maybe Sosthenes is his replacement?

• Why do they then attack Sosthenes?

• Has Sosthenese also become a disciple?

This is possible because a Sosthenes is the co-author of the first letter from Paul to the Corinthian church.

1 Corinthians:1

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 to the church of God sanctified in Christ Jesus that is in Corinth...,  

It would make sense that someone known to them would send greetings, with Paul, to them.

Therefore:

• Lets make sure that we use the opportunities God has given us.

• Lets be honest about the support we need to have the faith for our towns amd Cambridge.

• Lets look for the open doors

• Lets pray for miracles so God will open closed doors or reveal doors we can't see.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Special Missions Contribution for Cambridge

Just a reminder that we set ourselves the goal to raise £10,000 in 2013. This is a massive goal, and probably more than we can afford by saving up for it. None of us feel wealthy. Only recently, Trish and I decided to stop using our debit card for the rest of the month because we were running low on funds - we were just going to use whatever cash we had on us. Unexpectedly, someone who owed us money gave it to us today - we had forgotten that we were owed this so this was a timely blessing which we will use towards the mission fund.

Some people had started to give towards the mission fund - lets all start doing so - to avoid it being a last minute stress. 

If we believe it is too much for us to cope with - ask God to magnify what we are able to do - like the loaves and fishes. Vicky shared that she thinks the government have paid towards her fuel bills which she hadn't expected. This would release £100 she had saved towards her fuel bills which she can now use for the mission fund. 

How to get everybody involved

Gareth will organise a doodle poll about services in November and December. He will also initiate an email conversation about what needs exist in the church and who has it on their hearts to meet them. It was also suggested we re-start the prayer list with answered prayers. 

Possible prayer night

Maybe we could have a Friday evening prayer night at Jim and Cyndi's about their citizenship plans, as well as for anything else people want to pray for?

