For All Generations

On the 8th December 2007 women from around London and the South East packed a hall at Friends House, Euston for a very inspirational evening.  We watched a DVD produced by the Los Angeles Church featuring women from around the globe who are disciples.  All ages, cultures and races were featured.  Personal stories of rescue and redemption and of women ministering God’s love to each other were deeply moving and uplifting.  We were reminded of God’s mighty power and tender kindness which he extends to women everywhere.  

After the DVD we had sharing from one of the youth workers, a former student, a single woman and a married sister.  They shared their vision for these different areas of ministry.  This was followed by a brief lesson from the Bible and the following is a summary of the scriptures and thoughts I shared.

Heb 11: 1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for...

 …6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 … 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

 11By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a father because he[a]considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

 13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

A reminder of the need to sacrifice.  
Abraham understood the need to make sacrifices.  So must we.  However...many of us are busier and creakier than we were 5 years ago!  Our jobs are more demanding, we have more children, our parents are frailer, we’ve probably faced some major disappointments and bear not a few battle scars.  With age comes wisdom and often with wisdom comes caution and fear.  We know that to help others become and stay Christians takes time, energy, and emotion.  Perhaps you feel like I do that though I live in the ‘West’ and have clothes, a warm bed and food...I am poor when it comes to the amount of time I have to share to help build God’s church.  The word sacrifice makes me feel uncomfortable, after all, I already feel like I am giving my all.

Ponder awhile...remember the times when you’ve sat up late and talked into the night with a friend, or you’ve opened the Bible and shared God’s promises... perhaps someone you are reaching out to, or who is going through a hard time, and talked about things you have never shared in your life. Remember the sense of being involved in something eternal that helps you make it through some of the tedium of the ‘here and now’.  It can lift you up at the end of a week of toil, warm your heart, and reveal God in a deeper way than ever before.  Sacrifice like this energises us like nothing else.
Recently I had the privilege of attending the UK Children’s Ministry Conference.  I was really inspired by the speakers – Barry Lamb, Adrian and Maureen Hill – it was amazing to feel the sense of God working in their lives, made possible by the sacrifices they have made.  They showed a maturity and depth of wisdom that only perseverance through suffering and sacrifice can bring.  

We cannot build the connecting ligaments of the church without sacrifice.  Eph 4:16 says ‘From him (Jesus) the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.’
And it’s worth it.  Think about what you are sacrificing now for God.  It’s important to know that he sees it all and is moved by it.  Don’t be afraid of sacrifice.  Time spent helping others, attending church meetings including leaders meetings...time invested in those seeking God, studying the Bible or just talking, is all an act of sacrifice. Fortunately talking comes easily to most women!  Much of our faith was built because of the sacrifice of others... My question is, who is sacrificing now to raise up the next generation?  Consider what God is asking you to sacrifice now?  Time, love, finances, extra work?  I have opportunities regularly to take on extra work.  I can justify it to myself and God – with a daughter at University and our son planning to go next autumn, the thought of the extra cash is attractive.  But what is God really calling me to use my time for? 

Romans 12:1 calls me higher:  ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.’

Be faithful, very faithful!
Think back again to Abraham and Sarah. They left a very comfortable life on the basis of a promise from God.  From a sophisticated city with multi-storey houses to life on the move.  In a tent.  They saw little of God’s promises come true in their lifetime. Yet they worked through the times of doubt, and kept hold of God’s vision of a city with foundations. (Heb 11:10)
You’re not living by faith if you can see the victory other than in your dreams!  God has a long term perspective – not a fast food one.  How many of us consumed a drink, a snack, or some pre-prepared food today?  We can’t expect fast answers to prayer everyday!  Sometimes I struggle to believe that God really wants to save my family.  I am tempted to doubt God and resent the sacrifices I have made.  Don’t give in to temptation when it comes to dating non believers.  Hollywood movies have a fast food perspective on finding Mr or Mrs Right but God wants to build a holy people and we must put our trust in God. Don’t give into the fast food – fast faith myth.  Pray to develop and keep Abraham and Sarah’s enduring perspective.

I am very convicted by Paul’s advice to Timothy – a young church leader.  ‘If we are faithless he will remain faithful for he cannot disown himself’ (2 Tim 2:13). I am also very moved by the example of Daniel’s three friends when they are about to be thrown into a furnace:

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." (Daniel 3:16-18)

How do you know if you’re acting in faith?  You don’t give in to negative, defeatist thoughts.  You actually use your time better.  You pick up the phone when you’re home alone to speak to a friend who looked down in the dumps.  You call up a Christian when you are at your wits end, to get some advice and stop your heart getting hard.  You open your Bible and read & pray because you believe God cares & he is listening.  You are excited about who God is and your faith flows into your conversations with your family, neighbours and work colleagues.

Finally I recall a verse about what God can do with whatever little I can offer.  

"Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"  (John 6: 9)  You know the story – over 5000 were fed.  A few loaves and fishes… Whatever you can bring to God, he can use and multiply.  On a day to day basis, that’s what I think about.  
If we want to see all Generations blessed by the gospel, here are 2 things that God can use.  Sacrifice and faith.  I hope this helps you to examine your own heart today and see how God wants to help you grow in these areas.
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